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but the idea remains the same .

WOMEN'S INTERNATIONAL MEDIA NETWORK (WIMN) CONFERENCE REPORT
Meeting of Women's News International (WNI) Interim Committee
with International Part1c1pants
April 16, 1982, Washington, D.C.
Over 45 media women from 26 countries came together on
Friday, April 16th, to discuss strategies for developing an
international press and information service for women. The
meeting, held at the National Press Club, Washington, D.C., was
a follow-up to discussions around the same theme held at the NGO
Forum in Copenhagen in July of 1980, when women concerned with
creating a two-way exchange of information and news met regularly
and explored the possibility of establishing an international
news/information network. The group at that time called itself
Women's International Press Service (WIPS), and decided to: 1)
Continue discussions with media women and women's groups in their
home countries; 2) Compile a list of articles about the meetings
in Copenhagen, written by women from around the world, for
distribution internationally; 3) Send a questionnaire to media
women throughout the world to elicit additional response to the
idea of WIPS; 4) Use the International Women's Tribune Centre
(IWTC) as a contact and dissemination point; and 5) Stay in touch
through a list of country contacts who would be a coordinating
committee.
The session on Friday morning was opened by Anne Walker,
director of the International Women's Tribune Centre and a member
of the WNI Interim Committee. She introduced the other members of
the interim committee,* and gave some background on the activities that had taken place since the WIPS meetings in Copenhagen.
The history of WIPS/WNI, as well as information on the Women's
Features Service and an explanation of the role of the Inter
Press Service (IPS) in the development of this idea, were presented in background papers prepared for all participants. To
summarize that history briefly here:
SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES, 1980-1982
In Oct./Nov. of 1980, a small interim committee formed in New
York to compile and mail out the articles assessing the meetings
in Copenhagen plus the questionnaire about the future of WIPS.
These were sent to approximately 450 individuals, and the
response, while minimal, indicated a continuing interest in the
idea. In 1981, after much discussion, the name was changed from
WIPS to WNI (Women's News International), to indicate that the
group was concerned with all forms of information exchange and
not the press exclusively.
*See list page 4
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In Oct./Nov. 1981, the interim committee reviewed activities since Copenhagen and concluded that it could not go further
without a mandate from a larger group of women worldwide. It
therefore decided to utilise the annual conference sponsored by
the Women's Institute for Freedom of the Press as an opportunity
to bring together more women from around the world to discuss
WNI strategies for the future of an international media network.
The WNI Interim Committee committed itself to raising funds for
the participation of as many women as possible from the Third
World. During the fall of 1981, Satellite time on PEACESAT (the
regional Pacific satellite network) was made available to WNI and
women from the South Pacific region were able to discuss with
members of the interim committee the viability of an international media network and what use they might make of it for
what kinds of information.
In early 1982, notification of the April meeting was sent to
all women on the WNI mailing lists and funding was secured to
assure representation from Third World regions with emphasis
given to women currently involved in national and regional
women's media networks.
MEETING OF INTERNATIONAL PARTICIPANTS WITH INTERIM COMMITTEE
After reviewing and discussing the background to the
meeting, all participants introduced themselves (see list in
appendix), stating where they were from, what were their major
areas of work, and what hopes and concerns they had regarding the
formation of a women's news international.
The afternoon session on Friday was devoted to general
discussion of what WNI could become and how participants saw
themselves being available to use and build such a network.
There was considerable discussion over what would be the basis of
such a network, both politically and organizationally, with different opinions about the importance of the subject matter relative to the process of communication that WNI might provide.
1

One of the major issues discussed was how we could utilize
existing resources to build up the network. In this context, the
United Nations women's radio programme was described as was the
Women's Feature Service associated with the Inter Press Service
(IPS), a Third World news agency. Since WIPS had originally
begun in part in response to an offer of use of IPS telecommunications lines, there was considerable debate over
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possible associations with IPS.
ISIS explained its new arrangement for using the IPS wires: ISIS will make up a seven item
bulletin of about 6,000 words (in English and Spanish) which will
be transmitted monthly by wire to local IPS offices around the
world. There, a local feminist group or publication will distribute the bulletin to others in the region. Where there are no
IPS offices, ISIS will send out a mimeographed copy of the bulletin. This arrangement is experimental and will be evaluated in
six months to determine whether to continue and what changes need
to be made. Key questions to be examined include the scope of
distribution of the bulletin, the costs involved, the number of
subscribers developed in six months, and the working relationshops with IPS in relation to editing. Some of the women
present who work with IPS through the Women's Feature Services
described their arrangements and experiences with IPS. The
general opinion was that more experience of working with IPS was
needed and more discussion, but priority questions still have to
do with the viability, structure, and content of the projected
network.
During the afternoon, a number of issues were raised and
possible resources described. Questions and problems that participants wanted discussed further in the following days were
mentioned at the end of the day and included the following: How
can we get better coverage of women's news and influence the mass
media more? What are concrete working strategies for relating to
IPS? How can we do more international networking among feminist
media? What are practical "how to's" for building and maintaining women's press services? Where can we go for alternative
financing for women's media and how can we maximize our use of
existing resources? What can we do with non-print media to reach
more women? How can we use visual media such as art, film,
video? What can we do to educate women about consumption of the
mass media and to counter the a&fects of advertising? What would
he the ideology of WNI and how would we define "news"? What
would be the locus of control in WNI, the organizational structure, the relationship of central office(s) to sources of
information?
The session ended with participants going to a wine and
cheese party to meet women involved in local feminist media in
Washington, D.C.
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WNI Interim Committee Members

Wilhelmina Aase, National Council of Women in Norway
Donna Allen,

Media Report to Women/Women's Institute for
Freedom of the Press

Charlotte Bunch, Quest: A Feminist Quarterlr and Interfem
Consultants
Doris Hess,

Board of Global Ministries, United Methodist
Church

Marilee Karl,

ISIS/Rome, Italy

New Directions for Women
Paula Kassell/
Vivien Scheinman
Vicki Semler/
Anne Walker

International Women's Tribune Centre/
The Tribune/La Tribuna
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Women's Institute for Freedom of the Press (WIFP)
Fourth Annual Conference on Planning a National and
International CommunicaITons System-rclr Women
April 17-18, 1982, Washington, D.C.
124 women from 32 countries (46 from outside the U.S., 78
from the U.S.) attended the WIFP Conference held at the National
Press Club. Donna Allen, Director of WIFP, opened the meeting
with an explanation of the history of WIFP and its annual conferences as well as of their interest in and involvement with the
idea of developing a world communications system for women. She
called on Anne Walker, Director of IWTC, to give some background
on the WNI project since the Copenhagen Conference in 1980, and
to introduce members of the WNI Interim Committee to the group.
All participants then introduced themselves through a roll-call
indicating locations represented and their experiences with the
media.
Following the introductions, the group divided into five
major workshops to discuss specific aspects of developing an
international women's media network. The workshops continued
throughout the day Saturday and Sunday morning, and their reports
below constituted the major work of the conference.
At lunchtime on Saturday, a panel discussed "Global Needs
and Global Benefits of News/Information Exchange." The panel was
coordinated by Doris Hess of the WNI Interim Committee and consisted of ,e woman from each of four Third World Regions
describing her particular experiences with and view of the needs
for women's media exchange in that region. Panelists were: Mbuyu
Nalumango of Zambia; Hema Goonatilake of Sri Lanka; Adriana Santa
Cruz of the Womens Feature Service for Latin America; and Claire
Slatter of University of the South Pacific, Fiji. At the end of
the day Saturday, each workshop reported on the major themes it
was discussing, and it was unanimously agreed that the workshops
would continue on Sunday. Participants then enjoyed an informal
wine/juice and cheese party.
On Sunday morning, the original five workshops continued,
and several other clusters of women also met to discuss concerns
with specific media forms such as cable TV, radio, computers,
etc.
On Sunday afternoon, the following five reports from all the
workshops were brought before the plenary, discussed, modified,
and the recommendations listed below approved.

-6-

Workshop 1:

Philosophy and Operating Principles

Workshop 1 began by outlining all the issues to be covered
and discussing what participants felt were the areas where
operating principles and political assumptions were most important. The group then agreed to an agenda covering six major
themes:
THEMES:
1.

What should be the framework and principles for a feminist network--for developing a feminist political ,
social, economic analysis of news information?

2.

How do we influence/critique established mainstream
media?

3.

Alternative feminist media:
a) what is the flow and control of information and how
do we change that and expand the network?
b) how do we find resources to expand alternate media
and develop national/regional networks and feminist news
agencies?
c) what are the connections of organizing grassroots
women for action to alternate media?

4.

Who do we want to reach:
what are the cultural factors involved?
what instruments reach which women?

5.

Education of women about media - how to develop a critical eye towards news, programmes, advertising .

6.

How to arproach the Western/American political context
of media and ensure Third World/minority women's views
and equal regional representation in the network?

After considerable discussion on the first theme, the group
agreed to recommend the following principles and political framework for the network:
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Workshop 1, Page 2.
PRINCIPLES
1.

All people have the right to speak for themselves.

2.

The media should be viewed as a tool for education and
liberation and should be available to everyone on an
equal basis.

3.

The basis for the network is feminist analysis which
incorporates the political, economic, and social aspects
of issues.

4.

The views of oppressed groups and persons are crucial
and should be sought out and their participation facilitated.

5.

Information flowing in the network, and particularly
between the Third World and the West, must be shaped to
maximize its usefulness for the mobilization of people
for astion.

6.

The resources/programmes/activities of the women's news
international network should be accessible to all women,
and respect differences of race, ethnicity, religion,
sexual preference, and politics.

In discussing the remaining themes, the workshop drew up a
list of concerns that the network must address:

1.

The need to get information into mainstream and alternative media, utilizing networks of women within both
who are feminists or sympathetic to our concerns.

2.

The need to create two-way, multi-level communication to
change perceptions of women and to create awareness of
problems and of movements/alternatives for change within
each region. We seek to present alternative views to
correct the distorted press messages of establishment
media.

3.

The need to establish networks to facilitate SouthSouth two-way information flow as well as a South-North
two-way flow.
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Workshop 1, Page 3.

4.

We must work toward the creation of a new world information and communication order that will bring
about a more decentralized and balanced flow and
control of the media.

5.

This network must address the pervasiveness of cultural
imperialism and its effects in the Third World. We
must look at the role of media workers in perpetuating
or countering this imperialism. We need to counter
cultural imperialism both through establishment mass
media and through channels of communication appropriate
to the stages of development and literacy of the given
country.

6.

Our communication-media should complement activist
efforts to educate women in what problems and issues are
and in how to counter media manipulation.

7.

We need to educate/dialogue with/organize/influence
media workers, especially women, in established media.

8.

We need to identify people within mass media known as
sympathizers to feminism, and those in opposition, and
exchange information about them within the network.

9.

We need to train women in how to most effectively
influence the mass media.

10. We need to utilize the network to get information out
when censorship and repression of the media and of
people is preventing or restricting access to communication resources, and we need to use the network to
publicize the facts of such repression.
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Workshop 2:

Interrelating the International News Network

Workshop 2 discussed the problem of developing an international network in many places where there are not yet networks
at national, much less regional, level. It was also felt that it
was important to make distinctions between the task of hard news
reporting of professional journalists and information sharing of
women's centres and movement groups. The group considered
possible uses of computers but decided that it was not in a position to make specific conclusions about them, particularly given
the lack of access to them in many developing countries, especially for women. Noting that it is impossible to take advantage
of networks if one doesn't know that they exist, the group recommended and began a directory of women's centres and resources
(see Media Directory). Similarly they supported the ISIS experiment with IPS (see Friday notes) as a concrete effort to use in
an in-place news system, which all groups could observe and learn
from in determining what we can do through IPS and similar institutions. Finally, the group passed around a sign-up sheet for
all Workshop 2 participants, as a step toward maintaining informal contact among themselves.
Recommendations:
1. That all conference participants fill out a network
centre form (placed at the registration desk) in order
to compile a comprehensive media directory of centres,
their information needs, and capabilities. This directory will be sent to all conference participants .
2.

That the information flow in and amongst the women's
movement(s) be maintained as a decentralized network
using our own existing resources wherever possible.

3.

That in order to support international linkages for
women's "hard news," national and regional groups must
be given support to become the building blocks of
what we recommend eventually to be linked in a separate
international hard news organization.

4.

Women of each nation and region present here should
develop their own way of organizing their news
structures within their regions.

S.

In recognition of the fact that future conferences and
meetings will be necessary to further develop this
growing international network, the organisation and site
of such conferences must be rotated amongst different
regions and areas.
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Workshop 3:

Hooking National Networks into WNI

The group began by sharing personal/organisational experiences of national networks, with presentations from Agence Femmes
Information in France, Frauen-info-dienst in Germany, the
National Council of Women's Press Service in Norway, and t he
National Network for Journalists in Sweden. (See appendix for a
summary of several of these presentations.)
One of the major concerns discussed by the group was:
How do we get women's news included in mainstream media?
One suggestion was tnat contacts should be made with women
journalists and their associations, to see what they can
get printed,in addition to centralizing and distributing our own
information through women's national media networks. It was
pointed out that in many Third World countries, information
from the "international community" comes through the media
in greater quantity than does news of the region itself, and
this makes real exchange difficult. The difference between
exchange of news and exchange of information was discussed ,
as was the need to get positive information covered as news
as well as negative and sensational events. In discussing
how to establish an international network, it was pointed
out that we need to work closely with other groups involved
in communication issues, and that the key to exchange is
often based on the establishment of persor.al contacts and
trust in events like this conference. The group recognized
that the priority need is to develop national networks.
Recommendations:
1.

~n appeal should be sent to women's media groups and
women's organisations in all countries, to form a
national coalition that would collect and distribute
accurate information which currently portrays women of
today, in order to get substantial and continuous
information on women into the mainstream media.

2.

As a first step towards building an international news
and information network, national and regional networks
need to be set up for the dissemination of information
within regions and countries. This will improve information on women and establish a wider consciousness
among women worldwide.

3.

Each group at this conference should write up a summary
of their activities and financial backing and submit it
for distribution to all participants, such as the synopsis on practical and organizational experiences in
France, Norway, and Sweden attached in the Appendix.

Note: The resolutions presented here by Group 3 were considered
RXdtg~ plenary to be subsumed by the recommenaations of Groups 2
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A Four-year Promotional Plan
On Saturday, the participants in Workshop 4 concluded that
it was difficult to do promotional planning for an idea that was
still in formation, and therefore decided to split up and attend
the first three groups in order to get a clearer sense of the
directions being discussed and of what they would be promoting.
On Sunday the group came back together and still felt that it was
hard to be as concrete as they would like, given the stage of
development and the lack of a clear mandate on the message and
direction of the network. Nevertheless, they considered various
methods of promotion that could be set in motion once there was
an agreement on plans.
In this light, they made the following recommendations for
each year from 1982-1985:
April 1982-April 1983:
1.

Identify individuals and organisations in the regions
who will be contact persons for specific tasks.

2.

Publicise the appeal for the network.

3.

Give progress reports. Progress reports would be made by
members of Group 4 who assumed particular tasks:
Jan Russak and Andrea Berman agreed to explore the
potential use of computers in promoting the network;
Marsha Krassner and Averill Babson agreed to develop
US resources, and particularly to identify women in
each state to be media contacts for the network;
Nancy Me]ke would begin developing specific print
resources for the network in the US.
April 1983-April 1984:

1.

Public relations developed around how the network works.

2.

National and international links for the network in
place.

3.

Collect and disseminate information through the network.

4.

Evaluate progress.
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Workshop 4, Page 2.
April 1984-April 1985:
1.

Plan for the 1985 World Conference to Assess the End of
the UN Decade for Women (might need to begin in 1983-84) .

2.

Computer terminals for the network in place.

3.

Advertising .

4.

1985: World Conference to Assess the End of the United
Nations Decade for Women.
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Workshop 5: What We Can Do Without Money/
What We Need Money To Do
The group initially felt that there wasn't much to be done
without money. After discussion, it was decided that before
money was sought, organizational structures should be decided
upon, different types of resources could be identified, commitments of work and interest from people could be sought. Again,
though, it was felt that the time would come quickly when no
further action would be possible unless financing was secured.
The entire group agreed that initiatives--both programmatic
and administrative--needed to be taken at the regional level-thus, fundraising/financial development should be handled by
regional representatives with support from a secretariat or some
international coordinating body. In all cases, local sources
should be tapped first.
It was felt that it would be important
to:
1.

make sure to ask for sufficient sums;

2.

request multi-year funding to ensure continuation of
projects;

3.

in preparing budgets, to take into account and value
the contributions of time, equipment, facilities,
etc.

Potential sources of money to explore include: a) religious
organizations; b) NGO's; c) business/corporations; d) international organisations. In all cases, it would be important to
be aware of strin~s attached to donations and make knowledgeable
decisions about w o should be asked to contribute.
Recommendations:
Finance - without money:
1.

Stay in touch with women at this conference.

2.

Decide upon regional/international structures and
strategies.

3.

Use all available resources such as Peacesat in South
Pacific, Pan African News Agency, IPS in Latin America,
etc., and women's organisations.
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Workshop 5, Page 2.
With a little money ($5,000-$10,000):
1.

Hold regional and sub-regional conferences and consultations.

2.

Collect information, publish directories to find out
what is available for free and what we need to pay
for.

3.

Seek training and leadership opportunities for women.

4.

Survey telecommunications possibilities such as
computers, satellites, etc.

5.

Establish information sharing systems for regional
networks.

Major financing will be needed for:
1.

An international news agency for women with offices all
over the world.

2.

Significantly broadening training possibilities.
Other Recommendations:

1.

Regions should be responsible for budgeting and raising
their own monies with assistance from the central
coordinating bodies.

2.

Use new and appropriate technology as efficiently as
possible .

3.

Look for minimum three year funding.

4.

Be aware of "strings" attached to money.

5.

Look for financing from:
religious groups
business/corporations
non-governmental organisations, nationally,
regionally, and internationally.
But also be aware of the danger of becoming dependent on
outside funding and explore possibilities of generating
income.

6.

Seek at least two million dollars to set up an international network.
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Continuation of Women's News International (WNI)
Interim Committee Meeting with International Participants

Apri119, 1982

Approximately 35-40 participants met with the WNI Interim
Committee to discuss what steps should be taken next in developing the international network. The meeting, chaired by
Charlotte Bunch of the interim committee, began by listing all
the issues that participants would like to see discussed that
day. While some items were not addressed due to lack of time,
the full list included the following:
1.

Questions about the background papers for this
meeting.

2.

Participants at this conference and the question of
representation of Third World women in the US and
elsewhere at future events.

3.

The offer from I.P.S. for use of their wire
service.

4.

Discussion with a representative of black women
journalists in Washington, D.C.

5.

Review , of the recommendations from the weekend groups.

6.

Planning next concrete steps and meetings of the
network.

7.

Follow-up details and writing and distributing of
report.

8.

National and regional media networks for women and
how to develop them further.

9.

Steering committee for ongoing work of network.

10. Name of network.
11. Press release from this meeting.
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WNI Report, Page 2.
12. Possible actions to support Women's Features Service.
13. How to organize action and solidarity against
censorship.
Background and Participant Issues
The group decided to begin with clarification of questions
and criticisms of this conference and then to move on to issues
of organizing for the future. The initial discussion then
focused on concerns that some participants had about some of the
specifics in the background papers, the relationship of this conference to what happened in Copenhagen, and why the international
committee setup at the Copenhagen discussions had not continued
to function. Various participants in the Copenhagen meeting
explained what they felt had happened to the original committee,
and members of the current interim committee explained how that
working body had evolved out of the process of sending out
materials following Copenhagen and of preparing a questionnaire
sent to interested women around the world aimed at finding out
what people wanted done next. During the course of this
discussion, questions were raised about the viability of working
with IPS, and ISIS explained their proposed six-month experiment
that will utilize the IPS wires for receiving and exchanging
women's news. Since the group did not have to make any final
decisions about IPS at this time, it was decided that those
interested would continue the discussion of the potential and
problems of working with IPS over lunch.
Several concerns were raised about the representation of
various regions at this conference; specific questions were asked
about the lack of participants from Central America and from
racial minorities within the US. The interim committee explained
that a mailing about this conference was sent to everyone on the
Copenhagen women and media workshop participants list, the ISIS
list of European feminist presses, women and media workshop participant lists worldwide, the Women's Features Service
Coordinators in the Middle East, Africa, Latin America, Asia and
the Caribbean, and to the WIFP mailing list of 300 national
women's organisations, the Media Report to Women Index Directory,
and the WIFP Associates list. A total of $12,400 had been raised
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from the United Methodist Church, Board of Global Ministries and
NORAD (Norwegian Government Development Aid Agency) to assist
nine women from four Third World regions with their travel expenses and 27 women with their registration fees. All other international participants had raised their own funds to attend. The
international meeting was linked to the Women's Institute for
Freedom of the Press (WIFP) annual conference, and no specific
recruitment of women from the US beyond the WIFP mailings, and
notification in Media Report to Women had been done. There was
discussion of the lack of participation by minority women in the
US and of the need to take special measures to ensure minority
representation (from the US as well as from other countries) in
future international events of the Women's International Media
Network.
Leila McDowell of the National Alliance of Third World
Journalists in the U.S. was introduced and asked to talk about
the alliance. Leila explained that her group aims at increasing
the quantity and quality of coverage of Third World people and
events in the US press and described their program. She said
that both her group and women from the Association of Black
Journalists would like to participate in the network. Further
discussion with Leila was scheduled over lunch.
Follow-up and Next Steps
Discussion then focused on the question of a future international steering committee. The WNI Interim Committee indicated
that it did not see itself functioning beyond this meeting and
that some mechanism should be agreed upon that day for any further
international action. Concerns were expressed about the best way
to achieve regional representation in an ongoing international
body and about the problems of communication, time, money, and
responsibility that had kept the previous Copenhagen
International Committee from being functional. Generally there
was a feeling that the group did not want an elaborate international structure established before there was more development
of national and regional networks. No resolution was agreed upon
regarding the future steering committee, and the meeting
adjourned for lunch, where people agreed to continue discussing
how best to move forward.
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The afternoon session opened with the specifics of follow-up
and how these were going to happen. After some discussion, it
was agreed that the International Women's Tribune Centre would
prepare the report of the conference and send it, along with a
list of participants and the initial Network Directory proposed
by Workshop 2, to all participants and to women who inquired
about the meeting but could not attend. In reviewing the reports
from the five workshops, it was pointed out that the recommendations of Group 2 take a more decentralized approach to the next
steps of the network than those of Workshops 4 and 5. It was
generally agreed that we are in a position to begin implementing
Workshop 2's recommendations but that the steps suggested by
Workships 4 and 5 will be later in developing. The majority of
participants favored giving priority to the development of
national and regional networks at this time.
In considering the problem of representation, the group
decided to note that we had no formal authority, but that since
we do see the long-term idea of develping a women's media network
internationally as valuable, we do want to take responsibility
for initiating some next steps toward the development of such a
possibility. As individuals, participants are committed to initiating discussions and actively reaching out to local and
regional groups, including feminist, establishment, and minority
community women, in our own areas in order to further the development of women's media networks.
Regional Contacts and International Working Committee
The question was again raised of what kind of ongoing international structure did we want. Women from each region volunteered to be regional contact persons for their areas. (See list
attached). The regional contact people will take responsbility
for locating other women in their region to be on the regional
contact list as well as for developing a mailing list of
interested women within their region which can be made available
to anyone else within the network; the person requesting the
list should provide money for duplicating and mailing it. Further,
the regional contacts will form an interim international working
committee whose priority will be regional and national outreach
but which will also determine what further steps to take at the
international level. At the moment, there are 22 regional contact persons but it is anticipated that there will be around
35-50 as more women are found who will take responsibility in
sub-regional areas not now represented.
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After discussing the role of the IWTC and ISIS in relation
to the network, it was agreed to ask them (along with any other
such groups that the working committee felt were relevant) to be
in ongoing consultation with the international working committee.
These groups would be seen as resources for the committee and
would be asked for technical assistance around specific tasks and
for possible help in fundraising for future events.
Name of Network
The question of the name for this network was placed
on the floor.
After considering several options, the group voted
to call itself Women's International Media Network (WIMN). The
question of preparing a press release from this meeting was
raised. Most participants voted to have a press release but no
one volunteered to do it.
In discussing how we would proceed, it was agreed to ask
both IWTC and ISIS to act as a "secretariat," providing support
functions to the international working committee.
Representatives of both IWTC and ISIS agreed to take this request
back to their respective groups and to respond about what role
they could play on receipt of requests made to them by the
regional contact persons. The meeting adjourn~d with all
regional contact persons, who now constitute the international
working committee, taking responsibility for continuing the network.
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Regional Contacts
AFRICA:
Joyce Malumo (Zimbabwe) - East Africa
Therese Newke (Nigeria) - West Africa
They agreed to take responsibility for finding a contact person
in French-speaking Africa.
ASIA:
Sultana Alam (Bangladesh) will also make contact in India
Hema Goonatilake (Sri Lanka), will also make contacts in Nepal,
India, and Southeast Asia
CARIBBEAN:
Sandra Edwards (Barbados) - English-speaking Caribbean
Lorna Gordon (Jamaica) - Dutch, French, and Sp&nish-speaking
Caribbean
LATIN AMERICA:
Roxana Carillo (Peru)
Luz Helena Sanchez (Colombia)
Will make other contacts in Latin and Central America
SOUTH PACIFIC:
Lily Waqavonovono (Fiji)
Lucy Baru (Papua New Guinea)
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MIDDLE EAST:
Janine Albina (Palestine)
Joanne Yaron (Israel)
EUROPE:
Nelly Grange Cabane (France)
Annelise Hansen (Denmark and Scandanavia)
Wivi Aase (Norway)
Nitza Kakoeos (Sweden)
Sibylle Plogstedt (Germany)
Lorna de Smidt - contacts in United Kingdom and South Africa
NORTH AMERICA:
Jennifer Newton (Canada)
Ines Reider (USA - West Coast)
Alice Henry (USA - East Coast)
Leila McDowell (USA - Third World Journalists)

-22APPENDIX 2
Appendix to Worksho~ 3 Report:
National Media Networ Experiences
(Based on Notes taken by a workshop participant)
Agence Femmes Information: (France) AFI was formed in 1977
when two women who had worked in the mainstream media in France
joined together trying to establish a feminist newspaper. At
that time, there were already two magazines (Des Femmes en
Mouvement and F Magazine), and a third paper could not compete.
Therefore, they felt that it would be better to distribute their
information via a press agency. In 1978, they established a
documentation center and a telephone information/referral service. Both worked pro bono and charged an entrance fee for the
use of the documentation center to make ends meet.
Financing:

1. 5elf-financement and membership:
Between 19781982, it would have cost them $400,000 if the

staff had been paid.
2. Two individual sponsors donated a total of
$70,000 between 1979-81.
3. 1981-82: Government subsidies from the Ministry
of Labor and the Ministry for Women's Rights
donated $80,000.
4. Sales and entrance fees from the documentation
center collected $12,000 in 1981.
Staff:

three full-time women, two part-time women in addition to volunteers and freelancers.

In April 1982, they launched their Press Bulletin. The
telephone information services provides the information on what
is important to women in France which is the basis of the press
releases. The Bulletin is sold by subscription to Press Agencies
and individuals or groups (Press agencies are charged about three
times the individual amount). In order to break even, they would
have to have 50 press subscriptions and 100 personal/group
subscriptions.
Organization:

The center is in Paris and they have correspondents in other regions who are paid only for
articles that are sent in and accepted, not for
flash news.

.,.

•

l

""
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The bulletin is published in French. The
graphics are done by a graphic artist at AFI pro
bono, and the printing is done by an alternative
printer.
National Network for Journalists (Sweden):
All journalists belong to the union (women represent 35-40%
of members).
Women have no decision-making power in TV or radio.
Coverage of Copenhagen and smaller conferences is sponsored
by the Swedish Government, but there is little if any
funding for small groups that need assistance.
The first attempt to have people join a network was undertaken by three women. An ad to this effect was placed in
the union paper and 40 people responded during the first
year.
The second appeal in the union paper elicited 100 responses.
The Stockholm group of members meets monthly.
Another group was formed to compile a who's who among women .
Consciousness raising groups were established in different
cities for female journalists.
The National Council of Women's Press Service (Norway)
In Norway all the political parties have government support
for their press services. Thus in 1979, the National Council of
Women - an umbrella organisation for Norwegian Women's
Organisations - applied for funding for a Press Service. The
idea was to bring more news and information on women's activities
nationally and internationally into the mainstream of male dominated media. ' Funding was granted the next year to pay for an
editor on a fulltime basis.
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NC's press service sends press releases, articles and interviews to all newspapers in Norway and to the women's magazines,
the Norwegian Telegraphic Bureau and the Norwegian Television and
Broadcasting Corporation. The material is fairly well received especially the news being accepted and redistributed through the
newspaper owned Telegraphic Bureau. What NTB brings out is considered important information. Also, the smaller papers around
the country that otherwise would not write about women's issues,
often reprint the articles.
During campaigns and seminars for women's rights causes, the
Press Service has made an impact reaching the greater public and
thus activating many more women than the campaign alone would
have done. One eminent example was the campaign in 1971 run by
the National Council of Women to get more women into municipal
councils. The Press Service worked full-time on this project,
sending out information and appeals daily from January till the
elections in September. As a result, the percentage of women
doubled from 7.5% to 15% women on the average in the municipal
councils. In Oslo - the capital - and Trondheim, the third
largest city in Norway, more than half of the members elected to
the city councils were women.
During the last years, due to inflation and insufficient
funding, the National Council has been forced to cut down the
editor's position to half time - efficiency, of course, being
reduced accordingly. But even now the Press Service has a noticeable impact, due to a valuable network of media women having
been built up during the ten years of the Press Service's
existence. The editor thus also works as a catalyst, conveying
ideas and sending people she cannot interview, to contacts in the
media.

